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SUBJ: THE GANG OE LOUR CAMPAIGN CONTINUES 

1 . SUMMARY: A MARCH 1 1 ERONT PAGE PEOPLE'S DAILY "SPECIAL 
COMMENTATOR ’ CALLS EOR THE ELIMINATION OE THE "PERNICIOUS 
INELUENCE OF THE GANG OE LOUR IN POLITICAL LINE, IN POLICIES 
AND IN STYLE OE WORK," BUT ITS LACK OF FOCUS REFLECTS CON- 
TINUING UNCERTAINLY OVER THE FUTURE OF THE CAMPAIGN. THE 
COMMENTATOR INTIMATES THAT "RECTIEICATION ’ AND ADDITIONAL 
PURGES REMAIN CONTROVERSIAL QUESTIONS DESPITE AN APPARENT 
COMPROMISE JUST PRIOR TO THE EIETH NATIONAL PEOPLE'S 
CONGRESS. END SUMMARY. 

2. A MARCH 1 1 PEOPLE'S DAILY ERONT PAGE "SPECIAL COMMENTATOR" 

CALLS EOR THE COMPLETE ELIMINATION OE THE "PERNICIOUS 
INELUENCE OF THE GANG OE LOUR IN POLITICAL LINE, IN 

POLICIES AND IN STYLE OE WORK." THE COMMENTATOR QUOTES 
EROM CHAIRMAN HUA KUO-EENG'S WORK REPORT TO THE 
EIFTH NPC THAT THE INVESTIGATION INTO THE "EACTIONAL SET-UP 
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OE THE GANG OF FOUR" IS LARGELY COMPLETE BUT SOME UNITS AND 
AREAS STILL NEED TO SPEED UP INVESTIGATION WORK. THE 
COMMENTATOR UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS TASK: IT 
IS A QUESTION OE IMPLEMENTING THE "GREAT LINE OF THE 
ELEVENTH PARTY CONGRESS (AUGUST 1977)" AND IS ABSOLUTELY 
NECESSARY IE THE MODERNIZATION EEFORT IS TO SUCCEED. HE 
ALSO QUOTES CCP VICE CHAIRMAN YEH CHIEN-YING AND TENG HSIAO- 
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PING, AS IF TO SHOW THAT THE WHOLE LEADERSHIP AGREES THAT 
THE CONTINUING CAMPAIGN MUST BE GIVEN TOP PRIORITY. 

3. BUT THE CLOSEST THE COMMENTATOR COMES TO CALLING EOR 

A NO-HOLDS-BARRED RECTIFICATION OF INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS 
IS HIS WARNING THAT "ORGANIZATIONAL INVESTIGATION 
WORK IS COMPLICATED AND VERY DIEEICULT; A LOT OF EFFORT 
AND TIME STILL MUST BE EXPENDED." WHILE THERE IS NO CHARITY 
DISPLAYED TOWARD THOSE WHO HAVE COMMITTED ERRORS, AND NO MENTION 
OE CURING THE ILLNESS TO SAVE THE PATIENT," THE MAIN EMPHASIS IN 
THE ARTICLE IS ON THE MORE INNOCUOUS AREAS OF POLICY, "WORK 
STYLE," THOUGHT AND POLITICAL LINE. 

4. COMMENT: THE LACK OF FOCUS IN SPECIAL COMMENTATOR'S 
ARTICLE SUGGESTS THAT THE RECTIFICATION ISSUE IS STILL 
CONTROVERSIAL AND UNDER DEBATE. A SERIES OE HARD-HITTING 
MEDIA ARTICLES IN JANUARY AND EEBRUARY INDICATED THAT 
SOME PRC LEADERS, POSSIBLY INCLUDING TENG HSIAO-PING AND 
HIS SUPPORTERS, WERE ARGUING EOR A MORE THOROUGH HOUSE- 
CLEANING THAT COULD POSSIBLY REACH THE TOP LEVELS OE THE 
LEADERSHIP. HOWEVER, HUA KUO-FENG'S WORK REPORT TO THE 
EIFTH NATIONAL PEOPLE'S CONGRESS SUGGESTED THAT A 
TEMPORARY COMPROMISE HAD BEEN REACHED: THE CAMPAIGN WOULD 
CONTINUE, SOME UNITS WOULD BE "RECTIFIED," BUT THE EOCUS 
WOULD BE ON STUDY AND POLICY ORIENTATION. THE MARCH 1 1 
ARTICLE ATTEMPTS TO DEEINE THE PARAMETERS OE THE CONTINUING 
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CAMPAIGN BUT ALSO INDICATES THAT THE COMPROMISE MAY BE 
ERAGILE AND ARAS OE AGREEMENT RATHER NARROW. 

DEAN 
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